26                             MR.    BALDWIN
What has been called the enigma of Mr. Baldwin is quite simple of solution. His peasant sense of reality has been overcast by Celtic sentiment. He has possessed no centre from which to judge the system that he typifies. He has remained as confused by the conflicting standards of liberal industrialism as the embarrassed age that called him to the front. He has found no clear, concise axioms behind the haze of Service and Duty, which he thought epitomised his Worcestershire world. Progress has impressed him merely because it impressed the other heirs of the nineteenth century. He has read history and awaited the next phase, regardless of the fact that he was the statesman by whom history should have been written. He has been nervous, and realised that the world must reassess its values. He has recalled the lessons of the Industrial Revolution in the twilight of prosperity.
"England! Steady! Look where you are going! Human hands were given us to clasp, and not to be raised against one another in fratricidal strife/1